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A RARE CASE OF RETROFLEXION OF THE 
GRAVID UTERUS. 


Mrs. M., aged 36, came to consult me Oct. 23d and gave the 
following history. She had not “seen anything” since Aug. 2oth, 
thought herself pregnant owing to the presence of many presump- 
tive signs, and had some five years ago, had an intra-pelvic operation 
performed on her by two respectable gynecologists, which rendered 
impossible her carrying a child to full term except at the risk of her 
life. Previous to that operation she had a history of pelvic cellulitis 
and pelvic peritonitis, and the operation was undertaken to break up 
adhesion, or as she expressed it, “‘because the womb was growing 
to the bowel.” On her recovery her medical attendants explained 
the risks of a future conception and ordered her on the occurrence 
of such to have herself attended to in time. She conceived again 
in due time and was relieved of the products of conception by the 
same gentlemen who attended her before. Since then she has 
changed her residence, and now believes herself pregnant once more. 
I told her that if on examining her case it proved to be as described, I 
could conscientiously take it in hand. On examination per vagi- 
num, I found the uterus retroflexed, enlarged and probably contain- 
ing a product of conception, I decided, however, to send her home 
with instructions to call again at the end of the third month, hoping 
that by that time the retroflextion would be corrected by nature’s 
efforts. My own attempts at the time not being very successful. 
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Retroflexion of the gravid uterus may be divided into three 
classes. In the first the uterus regains its normal position at the 
end of the third month; in the second the displacement continues 
until about the middle of pregnancy, and if the obstetrician does 
not interfere, ends in an abortion or the death of the mother. In 
the third class, the anterior wall of the retroflexed uterus continues 
to develope and rises above the superior strait in such a manner as 
to make the symptoms of incarceration for a much longer period. 
Cases in this last category often remain undetected until the patient 
is in a very critical condition. Bearing the above data in mind I 
resolved if the position proved to be uncorrectable, and the case in 
hand belonged to either the second or third class, to perform an 
abortion for my patient’s benefit. All conscientious scruples on the 
point were silenced by the necessity of the operation, and the 
authority of Capellman—an able medico-theological writer. 

On my patient’s second visit I found the womb enlarged so that 
it could be readily felt through the abdominal wall above the pubis. 

I thought the abnormal position corrected, but on a vaginal ex- 
amination found the hollow of the sacrum more thoroughly filled 
than ever, and by bimanual palpation could indent the anterior wall 
of the uterus. Examination by this method conveyed the impression 
that the anterior and superior half of the uterus was empty, but that the 
womb was loaded in the interior posterior half and anchored in the 
pelvis. I attempted to correct this position, but failed. I next 
passed a Simpson’s sound into the uterus and met with no obstruction. 
The cavity of the uterus measured five inches, and I rotated the 
sound on its axis several times, but met with no resistance. My 
patient thought the sound could not be in the uterus as its 
passage and presence did not produce any inconvenience and it was 
only after she had felt the point through the abdominal walls with 
her hands that she was satisfied. The sound on being withdrawn 
bore no trace of blood, and its passage did not produce any hem- 
orrhage. 

On introducing the sound a second time, I attempted to correct 
the uterine displacement, but was able to communicate but little 
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motion to the uterine mass. A recto-vaginal examination with the 
sound in position yielded negative results, beyond confirming my 
belief that the mass in the hollow of the sacrum was intra-uterine. 
After a careful consideration of the whole case I concluded that I 
had a case of retroflexion of the gravid uterus in which the anterior 
wall had developed above the superior strait, that the retroflexion 
was permanent and maintained by adhesions, and that the ovum had 


developed in the lower and posterior segment. My only doubt as 
to the patient being pregnant arose from my expectation of finding ° 
the ovum filling the entire uterus. 

By manipulating the sound so as to bring the point into the tract 
I supposed the foetus to occupy, the patient uttered her first com- 
plaint. I pierced the foetal envelope at what I thought was the 
highest point, and on withdrawing the sound found it stained. Some 
of the amniotic fluid also escaped, and foetus and membranes came 
away entire in twelve hours. The patient made an excellent recov- 
ery without any untoward symptoms. 

This case, though hurriedly written, is reported especially for 
junior practitioners, as I wish to call their attention to the peculiar 
mal-position of the uterus, the rapid development of the anterior 
wall and the vacant space in the uterine cavity which led me at one 
time to think that I had a case of bilobed uterus. G. 


NEW INSTRUMENTS FOR APPLICATION OF 
ELECTRICITY AS A DIAGNOSTIC 
AID IN CERTAIN DIS- 
EASES. 


Up to the present time the immense majority of physicians who 
have employed electricity as a diagnostic aid have done so by what 
is called the direct method, that is, they applied the current— 
galvanic, faradic or condensed—directly to the subject examined. 
This is the method par excellence when we wish to obtain the thera- 
peutic effects of electricity, but as an aid to diagnosis it must give 
place to the indirect method which yields more accurate results and 
requires but a feeble current. By the instrumental technique of 
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this method, the original current is yoked to a secondary apparatus 
and this last applied to the body, Microphone is the name given to 
the combination and a microphone may be defined as a very sensi- 
tive machine serving to transform into variations of electric energy 
the vibrations which are communicated to it by the air, or by a body 
which is a good conductor of sound. These variations of energy 
undergo in the receiving apparatus, which is generally a telephone, 
a new transformation which again produces the vibrations either 
molecular or in mass, according to the intensity of the transforma- 
tion. Almost any form of microphone is suitable when we wish 
only to transmit the voice in ordinary business communications, but 
inedical microphones require particular forms and special means to 
regulate their sensibilities. 

One of the first trials in medical microphony has been auscultation 
of the blood vessels, and particularly of the radial artery. The 
first instruments constructed, transformed into sound the beating of 
the pulse, but were not sufficiently sensitive to produce the vibra- 
tions due to the friction of the blood on the arterial walls. The 
perfected instrument, the sphygmophone enables us to auscultate 
not only the pulsations of the radial, but also the druits from the 
interior of the vessels, and distinguish the differences of rythm, the 
bruits de souffie, etc. Normal dicrotism becomes perceptible, in a 
word we ear the pulse just as it is inscribed by the sphygmograph. 
Such an instrument can scarcely fail to be of service as a means of 
diagnosis in certain diseases, particularly in incipient heart disease, 
and might also be utilized as a means of physiological and patho- 
genetic research by the drug-provers for the new homceopatic mate- 
ria medica. 

Another form of the microphone, and one differing but slightly 
from the sphygmophone, is the myophone. This instrument, as its 
name implies, is used in detecting muscle sounds, and by means of 
it Boudet has demonstrated that the rotatory druit which accompa- 
nies muscular contraction is not the result of friction. The living 
muscle in a state of repose produces a continuous bass sound known 
as the druit of muscular tones. This sound is not due to the circu- 
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lation of the blood, but to the state of tonic contraction of reflex 
origin, in which the muscle is found even in repose. The tone 
becomes louder when contractions occur and varies with the degree 
of contraction. Thus in paralysis the weakness of the tone is in 
direct proportion with the degree of muscular inertia, and if the 
paralysis be complete, we no longer hear anything which recalls the 
characteristic drut of muscular tones. The myophone permits us 
then to demonstrate whether a paralyzed muscle contracts in the 
slightest degree under the electric current, as the smallest contrac- 
tion will be heard in the telephone, when it cannot be noticed by the 
eye. It also furnishes useful information in the contractures of 
hysteria, and spasmodic tabes dorsalis in the trembling of paralysis 
agitans and in the atrophy of progressive locomotor ataxia. G. 





THERAPEUTIC HINTS. 
BY S. J. SMITH, M. D. 


Acidum Fluoricum. The second dilution has cured goiter. 

Acidum Hydriodicum. Way fever 1 or 2 drops on sugar every two 
or three hours. 

Acidum Hyperosmicum. Hypodermic injections for sciatica, of a 
one per cent. solution. 

Acidum Hydrobromicum. Fever with remissions at irregular inter- 
vals, drowsiness, indisposition to move with pain in the bowels and 
loss of appetite. 

Acidum Nitricum. Lancinating pain even to intense suffering. 

Acidum Salicylicum. Indicated by a full purplish or leadened 
colored tongue. Salicylic acid, 3 j, Petrolina, 3 j M, recommended 
in the treatment of lupus, epithelial growths, and to be applied to 
the base of polypus after the removal of the body of the growth, 
condalomatous papules (venerial) and tertiary sores. Fifteen grains 
to the ounce of vaseline is good in eczema of the scalp and impetigo 
contaigiosa of children. 

Acidum Sulphurosum. Yeast vomiting apthous mouth and throat, 
porigo, trichosis of scalp, ptyriasis versicolar. For local use dilute 
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with from two to six parts of water. In diseases of the throat with 
dark redness of the mucous membranes it may be used locally with 
benefit. 

Acidum Tannicum. The dry powder sprinkled on carbuncles as 
long as it will dissolve gives instant relief, so it is said. Wash off in 
twenty-four hours and re-apply. 

“ithusia Cynapium. Acute delirium excited from slight causes | 
Dizziness as if intoxicated, violent headache with dizziness. 

Agrimonia Eupatoria. Pain simulating colic, pointing in the lum- 
bar region. Chronic catarrhal diseases of the bladder and kidneys. 

Ammonii Chloridum. Chronic prostaetitis and enlargement of the 
prostrate gland. Cancer and uterine tumors have been reported as 
cured by this agent. Muriate of Ammonia, grs., ij, Tr. Cubebs, 
M. X to x V gtts, every half hour in acute pharyngitis. 

Angelica Atropurpurea. It is said to be very valuable in indiges- 
tion rivalling pepsine. 

Ajpcynum Cannabinum. Passive menorrhagia when the flow is too 
profuse, too long and too frequent. Chronic metritis with uterine 
leucorrhcea, and in cases of profuse watery discharge from the 
uterus. 

Aralia Spinosa. Chronic rheumatism and cutaneous eruptions. 
Prush states that a vinous or spirituous infusion of the berries is 
remarkable for relieving rheumatic pains, also for violent colic. 

Aspidosperma Quebracho. Imperfect oxygenation, intermittent 
pulse, difficulty of breathing, cough and cyanosis; all symptoms 
worse after one o'clock, A. M 

Atropa Belladonna. Nocturnal emmissions wth erections. 

Auri et Sodii Chloridum.  Bright’s disease in connection with 
glonoin. Hysteria, ovarian irritation and neuralgia, chronic ovaritis, 
chronic uterine irritation. 

“ Dose from one-twelfth to one-thirtieth of a grain in pill or solu- 
tion, thus dissolve two grains in a fluid ounce of water. Dose ten 
or fifteen drops every two or three hours.” 

Bismuth Subnitras. Bismuth, 3 ij, Petrolina, 3j m, for cracked 
nipples; splendid application for excoriated breech of babies. 








THERAPEUTIC HINTS. 359 


Berburia Sulphas. Profuse menses and too frequent. 

Caicit Phosphas Preciptata. It is claimed hastens the union of 
fractured bones. 

Cannabis Indica. Menorrhagia M v to M xv. 

Castanea. Hooping cough, chestnut leaves boiled and used as a 
poultice, keeping it wet with the water that the leaves were boiled 
in, is a remarkable treatment for burns. Tea leaves used in the same 
way are good. 

Chloral Butylicum. Neuralgia, one grain every hour until relief, 
has been recommended. 

Chloral Hydras. A\buminuria with cedema of the lower extremi- 
ties, dilated heart, etc. 

Codeina. Cough of phthisis. 

Creasotum. In phlebitis, paint along the track of the chordy veins 
until the parts are dleached, follow with a poultice of flax-seed, 
repeat every other day if necessary. 

Cyclamen. It may be given to arrest severe vomiting, especially 
from cerebral disease, dizziness, tendency to syncope, inability to 
walk straight, and in diarrhoea accompanied by tormina and tenes- 
mus, 

Dirca Palustris. _Homeeopaths claim this to be a specific in 
hooping cough. 

Ergota, Freshly powdered applied to epithelial cancer three times 
a day, keeping the sore free from crusts and scabs, and washing 
once a day has effectcd cures, it is said. 

Eucalyptus Globulus. Is said to reduce the volume of the spleen 

Euphrasia Officinalis. Conjunctivitis and catarrhal diseases of 
any mucous membrane. 

Geum Album. Checks vomiting from any cause. 

Glonoin. Bright’s disease, and in the vascular tension of the aged 
(hard corded pulse, dizziness.) 

Grindelia Robusta, 3 viij, Jaborinda, 2 viij, Eucalyptus, 3 iv, Digi- 
talis, 3 iv, Cubebs,3 iv, Stramonium, 3 xvj, Nitrate of Potash, 3 xij, 
Cascarilla Bark, 3 j M, in fine powder. Burn and inhale the smoke 
in asthma. 
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Hamamelis Virginica. Distitate, aa % iij, Corrosive Sublimate, 
grsjM. Apply twice.a day in prurtus pudenda. 

Hydrastis Canadensis. An infusion used as an injection is said 
to have cured prolapsus uteri. 

Hydrargyri Chloridum Corrosivum, grs, j, to agua, Oij, teaspoonful 
three or four times a day in chronic diarrhcea. One grain to aqua, 
% viij, injection in gonorrhea. 

Ice Cream is said to relieve the itching of small pox. 

lodum. Tr. Painted on styes will abort them. 

Lilium Tigrinum. Bearing down pain in the ovaries, shooting up 
to the abdomen across the pubes and down the thighs. Neuralgia 
of the ovaries with cutting pains in the mammez. Morning nausea 
and uterine irritation of pregnancy. Congestive headaches of young 
girls at puberty. 

Liquor Potassii Arsenitis. Painted on nevus, night and morning 
until ulceration occurs has cured. 

Lobelia Inflata. Fresh tincture used as gargle in chronic laryn- 
gitis. Relieves the itching of mosquito bites. 

Magnesti Sulphas. Hives. (Urticaria) in doses too small to purge, 
three timesa day. Acidity of stomach and green discharges from 
the bowels of children, gs. ij, to gs. v. 

Manganesit Sulphas. Pale leaden tongue, dirty, with full stomach, 
pendulous abdomen and sluggish bowels. Jaundice, with enlarged 
liver and fullness and weight in the hypogastrium. Dropsy from 
disease of the liver, especially in those who have been hard 
drinkers. 

Melilotus. Great soreness and lameness, following attacks of 
pain, painful diarrhoea, dysuria, dysmenorrhcea, with lameness in 
hips and along the course of the sciatic nerve, and in some cases 
of rheumatism when such lameness is a marked feature of the dis- 
ease. 


Menthol, 4i, Alcohol, 3 ij, M, in neuralgic affections paint over the 
part. Also headaches, 

Ginanthe Crocata is said to have cured epilepsy. 

Paonia Oficinalis. Hiccough. 
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Physostigma Venenosum. 1-50 of a grain of the extract, every 
half hour for six or eight doses will relieve the flatulence and flut- 
tering at the pit of the stomach which are so annoying to women at 
the menopausis. Disease of the brain or spine with contracted 
pupils, cool extremities and feeble pulse. 

Pilocarpine gts. ss, aqua, M XV, used as a subcutaneous injection, 
cured a case of hiccough. 

Piscidia Erythrina, FI. ex. 5ij, Ol. Anis, gtt. ij, Tr. Aconite, gtt. 
iij, Chloroform, gtt. x, Aqua, qs. to make, 3 iv, M. teaspoon- 
ful every 1 or 2 hours in hooping cough. 

Potassit Bichromas. Diphtheria, membranous croup, hoarseness, 
Aphonia, syphiles. 

Potassii Ferrocyanidum, 3 ss, Aqua, 3 iv, M. D. teaspoonful every 
three hours in chronic disease of the reproductive organs of women 
with hysterical manifestations; also in hypochondriacal affections of 
the male. Pale relaxed mucous membranes with increased secretion 
of mucus. 

Potassii Iodidum. A heavy dull headache situated over the brow 
and accompanied by languor, chilliness and a feeling of general dis- 
comfort with distaste for food which sometimes amounts to nausea, 
will be relieved by two grains dissolved in a half a wine glass of 
water and sipped in the course of ten minutes. 

Quinine Sulphas. Quinine rubbed up with just sufficient lard to 
hold it together will cure (it is said) pruritus ani. 

Sambucus Canadensis. CEdematous condition or fullness of tissue 
from an increased amount of water. Locally in eruptions with 
abundant serous discharge, eczema infantis or milk scald, it will cure, 

Santonium. According to Lewin should be given in oil, then it 
passes unchanged into the bowels where it exerts its effects upon the 
intestinal worms. 

Sodit Bromidum, Given in x gr. doses every one to four hours 
will relieve seasickness; also.check hay fever. 

Sodtt Phosphas, Laxative for children, grs. iij to grs. v, 3 times a 
day. Adults suffering from constipation, grs. xx to grs. xxx, ina 
glass of water on going to bed. 
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Sodit Salicylas. Calms pains of dysmenorrhoea, increases the 
flow and relieves some cases of amenorrhcea. Two grains every 
hour for urticaria. 

Solanum Dulcamara. Chronic disease in which the circulation is 
feeble with fullness of hands and feet, cold and purplish fullness 
of tissue with tendency to cedema. 

Sulphur Sublimatum, 3i, Petrolium Mass, 3 i, mM. Apply night and 
morning for pruritus ani. 

Thuja Occidentalis. Injection for nevus. Five drops three times 
a day for nocturnal emissions. 

Valeriana Officinalis. A decoction is being strongly recommended 
as a dressing to wounds. 

Veratrum Viride. K. Vaseline, 3 ij, fl. ex. Veratrum, 3 j ss, M. 
Apply to the roof of the vagina twice a day in cystitis of the 
female. 

Viburnum Prunifolium. Irritation of the bladder with retention 
of urine. 

Xanthoxylum Fraxineum. As a stimulant to mucous tissues it has 
no equal, when the mucous membranes are enfeebled and relaxed 
with increased secretion. 

Zinci Oxidum. “In doses of % to one grain in chronic gastritis 
with free secretion of mucus and in ulceration of the stomach. 
Nervous dyspepsia, the tongue being broad and abdomen full. In 
fine powder it is used as a dressing to moist eruptions of the skin, 
blanitis, sore nipples. Excoriations. (Scudder.) 

Zinct Phosphidum,. Use in 2nd or 3d decimal trituration, dose one 
grain four times a day, progressive locomotor ataxia, aphasia, paral- 
ysis agitens and in the condition called “softening of the brain.” 
(Scudder.) 

Zinct Sulphas. In the proportion of 3j. to Oj. is an admirable 
dressing to wounds and parts where gangrene or mortification is 
threatened; also for old abcesses, fistulas, sinuses, dressing of — 
bones, etc., in these it may be used in any strength up to saturation. 
(Scudder.) 
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CREMATION AS A SAFEGUARD AGAINST EPIDEMICS.* 
BY JOHN D. BEUGLESS, CHAPLAIN, UNITED STATES NAVY. 


The late eminent Professor Hecker, preéminent as a medical 
historian, has left on record, repeated and emphasized, the opinion, 
which appears to have been with him a profound conviction, that 
epidemics of contagion are by no means unmitigated calamities. In 
supports of this well-nigh startling proposition, the learned professor 
was wont to cite three noticeable facts: 

First, that, as a rule, the victims of epidemics are taken from the 
non-producing classes—the wealthy and voluptuous on the one hand, 
and the shiftless and impoverished on the other. This he attributes 
to the impairment caused by drinking habits and associated licen- 
tiousness, and to want in both these classes of a vigorous and healthy 
activity of body and mind, which leaves them without the tone and 
stamina necessary to meet and successfully resist disease. The 
taking off of these idlers, whether they be “ wine-bibbers and glut- 
tons” or worthless vagabones, Dr. Hecker more than intimates, may 
not be wholly without advantages to the general public. 

Second, this eminent sanitarian suggests that the general habits 
of cleanliness, moderation, and thrift begotten of these epidemics, 
and continuing with the people after any specific scourge has passed, 
go far toward compensating for whatever loss of life and property 
the visitation may have entailed. 

Third, Professor Hecker maintains with much ingenuity, and with 
some show of plausibility, that great epidemics are followed by 
“epochs of development wherein the mental energies of mankind 
are exerted in every direction,’ and to this strange parentage he 
credits the birth of the genius which invented the printing-press, the 
military prowess which hurled back from the gates of Vienna the 
beseiging Moslem hosts, the faith and zeal which in Martin Luther 
achieved the Reformation, and the intelligent ambition which in 
Columbus discovered America; and it is a curious and noticeable 
coincidence that each of these historical events followed closely, in 


*Read before the American Public Health Association, St. Louis, Mo., October 17, 1884. 
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the country of its origin, an epidemic of what is known as “the 
sweating sickness ’—an epidemic with whose awful ravages none of 
modern times compares; a scourge which, within a few brief weeks, 
numbered its victims by scores of thousands in each of several of 
the great capitals of Europe. 

Notwithstanding all these compensations, real or imaginary, there 
will probably be found to-day no people of the world who will 
deliberately, and of choice, extend a hand. of welcome to such a 
ghastly visitor. 

“ The pestilence that walketh in darkness and the destruction that 
wasteth at noonday ” strike terror to the bravest hearts whenever 
and wherever they appear; and to “avoid it as we would a pestilence” 
is proverbially the strongest language we can command in which to 
express utter loathing and abhorrence. 

How then shall we best avoid epidemics of contagion ? 

Others will discuss their etiology and discourse upon their means 
of transit and their doors of ingress. Quarantine regulations, dis- 
infectants, systems of sewerage, and other sanitary regulations of 
the often-tried and ever-found-wanting character will each in turn 
claim our attention as they have done before, and from them all we 
will hope and trust for the best; for whatever else may come to our 
assistance and relief, all these agencies, used and directed with 
intelligence and zeal, will evermore be necessary for our safety. 
Despite all these, however, epidemics come; but fortunately, thanks 
to our isolated position and our not yet overcrowded population, less 
frequently and with less virulence to our own than to most other 
lands. ‘There is no cordon of soldiery and no quarantine surveil- 
lance that can give us certain immunity from yellow fever or the 
cholera, It comes by ordinary routes of commerce and of travel. 
It comes with our rich and valuable cargoes ot merchandise, and 
with our returning tourists, our visitors and our immigrants. It 
comes, too, as the dust comes to the ship a thousand miles from land. 
It comes on the wings of the wind; and most literally “ walketh in 
darkness.” 

Finding a pestilence approaching, or upon us, what shall we do 
to protect ourselves against it? Shall we expect or hope to drive 
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it out by arming our quarantine boats with bottles of chlorine, cor- 
rosive sublimate and carbolic acid, and firing them at the dread enemy? 
Experience has shown that it were almost as well to throw upon it a 
spray of eau-de-cologne or extract of sweet violets from an atomizer. 
Shall we fumigate? Burn, if you choose, upon the infected ship the 
delicious pastil with which the Turkish Pasha disinfects his harem, 
and you will at least have the fragrant perfume for your labor, but 
waste not your time in fumigating these carriers of disease. The 
question repeats itself with emphasis: What, then, shall we do to 
protect ourselves most thoroughly? Is there no sure way of destroy- 
ing the destroyer before it has destroyed us? 

In endeavoring to frame a satisfactory answer to this question, a 
layman may, perhaps, without pretending to have investigated the 
subjects for himself, be permitted to take for granted, as established 
by modern scientific experiment and research, certain propositions 
relating to what is called “the germ theory” of the origin and mode 
of propagation of acute zymotic contagions, whether they be epide- 
mic with us, as cholera, the plague, and yellow fever, or endemic, as 
small-pox, scarlet fever, and diphtheria. Whatever diversity of view 
there may be among investigators, as presented by Pasteur on the 
one side and Bastian on the other, as to whether or not there is a 
specific microbian organism which produces each particular type of 
zymotic contagion, they are quite agreed that such disease is always 
characterized by the presence of such microbia, and that these organ- 
isms are preéminently its most efficient carriers. Whether they 
belong to the etiology of the disease in its incipiency or are only 
pathological products thereof, their presence and their office as car- 
riers cannot be successfully denied. And if pathological products 
only in their origin they certaintly become etiological in the after- 
development and spread of the contagion. 

Furthermore, it seems to be pretty well established that these 
microbia are specific, and characteristic in many varieties if not in 
every variety of zymosis. 

Each, it would seem, is the carrier only of the particular disease 
of which it is characteristic or in connection with which it has its 
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habitat. Hence no one ever takes cholera from yellow fever, or 
small-pox from measels. The microccus diphthereticus never pro- 
duces erysipelas or septicemia. Each species of the contagium viv- 
um has its own native habitat, its own particular range of capacity, 
and its own properties of resisting or enduring heat, cold, moisture, 
drouth, and exposure to hostile forces and conditions. Hence the 
imperfect success or total failure of efforts and experiments intended 
to destroy them by means of various disinfectants, as also by freez- 
ing, drowning, steaming, boiling, burying in the earth, and by desic- 
cating. By some of these agencies a few of the less hardy may be 
destroyed, and doubtless all of our varieties, while in other cases, 
what proportion is not known, but certainly in the cases of bacteria 
characteristic of some of the most dreaded forms of pestilence, the 
best and most efficient of these disinfecting agents and conditions 
serve only to suspend activity uatil the microbes find a more favor- 
able environment. In the case of most of them moisture and 
warmth seem to be the conditions favorable to their greatest develop- 
ment and activity, conditions which during the summer months are 
fulfilled to the last degree in our cesspools and sewers and in our 
church-yards and cemetaries, wherein our pernicious practice of 
earth-burial is storing vast magazines of these microbia to come 
forth in the forms of plague and pestilence whenever circumstances 
shall be found favorable. The tenacity of life of these bacteria is 
such that a burial in the earth for hundreds of years seems but to 
add to their potency for evil, as witness the cholera in London in 
1854, the virulence of which was greatly aggravated by cutting a 
viaduct through an old burial-ground, and the plague in Modena in 
1828, which resulted from disturbing the ground where victims of 
the plague had been buried three hundred years before. 

There is one condition, however, readily produceable at almost 
any point where man has his abode, which no living organism has 
been found to withstand; and that condition is a dry heat of from 
three hundred to twelve hundred degrees Centigrade. 

No disease germ, it is safe to say, has ever been known to pass 
through the crematory fires and survive to propagate its species or to 
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serve as to the carrier of disease. The crematory is the only never- 
failing germicide. . 

And if we still hold to the old theory that these various forms of 
zymotic contagion, whether epidemic or endemic, are produced and 
propagated by chemico-molecular action, then it is equally true that 
the all-verifying fire is the only known means by which that chemical 
action can be effectually and unfailingly arrested, and the poisonous 
compound reduced to its simple constituents and rendered inno- 
cuous. 

Instead, therefore, of putting our beloved dead into a damp dark 
hole in the ground, there in companionship of loathsome bacteria to 
putrefy, and thence to send forth the poisonous and deadly exhala- 
tions and emanations of the grave to seize upon the tenderly minis- 
tering survivors and drag them into the loathsome caverns where 
disease and death hold carnival, let us purify the material of their 
bodies from every defiling and corrupting agency, and translate them 
decorously and reverentially, but expeditiously, into the elements of 
all new and beauteous life. 

Nor should we stop with the incineration of our own kindred dead. 
Let us perform the like gracious office for the bodies of all the vic- 
tims of disease brought on ship-board into our ports, especially for 
all victims of ship fever, yellow fever, small-pox and cholera, and 
every other form of acute zymotic contagion. And let us consign to 
the same all-purifying fire whatever of dead matter has become the 
nidus or carrier of like disease. 

Let our municipal authorities establish a crematory at every quar- 
antine station, and in connection with every public hospital, and in 
every Potter’s Field. 

The Potter’s Field of almost every city of the land is a disgrace 
to civilization and a pest-bed in the community; and many of the 
more reputable church-yards and cemetaries are little better. 

Beautiful and park-like as they are without, within they are “ full 
of rottenness and dead man’s bones,” 

Let the National Government make like provisions in connection 
with the Army, Navy, and Marine hospitals and asylumns under its 
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control. And let this influential Association memorialize our Nation- 
al, State, and Municipal Goverments to this end. 

But we should not stop here. All the garbage of our great cities, 
with much of the refuse that now goes into the sewers to lodge and 
fester ‘under the wharves on the shores of our else fair bays and 
rivers, should be cremated by an approved regenerative process, by 
means of which all the volatile products of the combustion may be 
reburned and purified. Thus may our land become indeed, as it 
should be, “the land of living,” no longer given over to be the her- 
itage of disease and death.— The Sanitarian. 





EARLY, LATE AND PROLIFIC PREGNANCY. 
BY S. J. SMITH, M. D. 


The London Lancet, reports a girl 9 years and 8 months old giv- 
ing birth toa 7 lb. child. Another being a mother at. 14 years. 
Drs. A. L. S. Potter and S. B. Hanley each, report a case of girls 
being mothers at the age of 14 years. U.S. Medical Investigator, 
reports a girl 13 years and 7 months giving birth to a 4g lb. child. 
Detroit Medical Journal reports a girl being pregnant at 1144 years 
of age and the father of the child being 14 years old. Medical 
Record reports a child weighing 2334 Ibs., 30 inches in heigth. 
breast measured 24 inches, head 19 inches in circumference, foot 5 % 
inches long, said to be the largest infant at birth that there is any 
authentic record of. A woman is reported as having a miscarriage 
g days after an operation for vesico vaginal-fistula. The writer 
knew a woman to miscarry g days after being thrown from a wagon 
striking on the neck and shoulders. It was several months before 
she recovered from the effects of the fall. 





THE AUDIPHONE. 


The audiphone as originally constructed has given very little 
satisfaction because we find but a small number of deaf-mutes in 
which there is a possiblity of awakening the auditory functions, and 
because the vibrations of the audiphone have been too feeble to 
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make a marked impression. Boudet, of Paris, has attempted to 
temedy this last defect by acting on the teeth of deaf-mutes through 
a series of electric vibrations, the intensity of which can be increased 
as indicated. His apparatus consists of an ordinary telephone on 
the diaphragm of which is soldered a metallic stem, about twelve 
centimeters in length, terminating in an ivory button which the sub- 
ject holds in his teeth. Variations of intensity in the telephonic 
current cause the metallic stem to vibrate in the teeth. If we wish 
to transmit musical sounds we may employ Pollard’s “ Chanteur” 
(Singer) and for ordinary conversation, a small microphone. Boudet 
tells us of one deaf-mute, with very rudementary auditory organs, 
who on hearing a musical air by means of the new audiphone, 
almost lost his reason, Supposing, however, we succeed in making 
a deaf-mute hear us in ordinary conversation, we are at once met 
by the difficulty—he does not understand what words mean. Boudet 
has overcome this inconvenience by adding an inscribing telephone 
to the apparatus, so that words as uttered are written on black paper 
before the eyes of the deaf-mute, who thus sees and hears at the 
same time. G. 


ELECTRICITY IN INTESTINAL OCCLUSION. 


To obtain the maximum effect of electricity on striped muscles 
and particularly those of the intestine it is necessary to employ the 
galvanic current, A difficulty at once presents itself, however, this 
current possesses a powerful chemical action and rapidly disorgan- 
izes the tissues at the points of contraction if employed strong 
enough to be serviceable in intestinal occlusion. The best con- 
structed excitors have not abridged this danger in the past, but 
Boudet has invented a very simple instrument that just fills the bill. 
It consists of a gum-elastic intestinal catheter, into which is fitted a 
metallic tube, long enough to reach the opening in the catheter. 
One pole of the battery is connected with the metal tube and the 
nozzle of a large syringe is passed into the tube. The sound once 
introduced into the intestine we place the other electrode on the 
spine or abdomen and inject a large quantity into the bowel. The 
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water in passing through the metal tube becomes charged with elec- 
tricity, and the greater the volume we inject the larger will be the 
intestinal surface acted on. The gum catheter or sound acts asa 
protective and prevents the metal from coming in contact with the 
intestinal walls. All danger of eschars is thus avoided. Boudet has 
employed this method in 46 cases with 33 successes. It is worthy 
of trial. G. 





AN UNCOMMON PIN-CUSHION. 


The following article is extracted from Zhe Buffalo Express. It 
has been a topic of conversation among the medical profession of 
Buffalo for some time, but no one seems to be able to account for 
the phenomenon. 

A woman whose body was full of broken pins, hair-pins, needles 
and knitting-needles, was taken to the Erie County Alms-house for 
treatment on the 21st of October. She is thirty-five years old, and 
far from prepossessing in appearance. She was accompanied in her 
journey “over the hill” by her husband, Levi Seely, a tall, lank, 
white-haired, rough shaven, hard-faced individual who, though he 
claims to be in his eighty-fifth year, is as sprightly as most men at 
sixty. The couple came from the town of Sardinia, this county, 
and still remain at the Alms-house. At various times since the 18th 
of last July, nearly 100 of the little broken instruments have been 
removed from the woman’s back and arms, the last, a headless pin, 
being taken out Dec. roth. 

The woman generally feels a prickling sensation in the locality of 
the instrument as it nears the surface and by pinching up the flesh 
below it, the doctors have in many instances been able to slip it out 
through the skin. At other times it is necessary to cut into the 
flesh to strike the pieces. One incision recently made in the back 
was an inch in length and about the same depth. There is a large 
incision in each arm about two inches below the elbow through 
which most of the pins and needles have been worked out, besides 
others at different points both above and below the elbow. There 
is no telling how much metal still remains. Fortunately none of the 
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instruments have as yet touched vital points, but such an accident, 
says Dr. Prince of the Alms-house, is liable to happen at any 
moment, so-that the poor woman cannot call one moment of future 
time her own. 

The husband has, until recently, professed ignorance as to the 
manner in which the pins and needles were placed in the body of 
his wife. She, too, at first said she had no idea how they came 
there. 

A short time since, however, she gave it as her belief that her 
husband and a woman of Sardinia named Mrs, George Robinson 
were guilty of the crime of charging her physical organism with 
these instruments of torture. The woman, she said, had been 
strawberrying with her Levi, had fished with him, and had spent 
much of her time at their house. Mrs. Robinson was also the cause, 
so the indignant wife stated, of infidelity on the part of old Mr. 
Seely. The afflicted woman added that her rival carried a nine- 
shooter and had once threatened to take her life if she disclosed her 
unlawful conduct; and that she indulged in the use of morphine 
and liquor and that she had been drunk at the Seelys’ house. That 
Mrs. Robinson had also placed her under the influence of morphine, 
was alleged by Mrs. Seely, and she believed that while she was in 
that condition the needles and pins were placed in her body. 

The wife’s story led to an examination of the old man. He is 
very cunning, and for a time would say nothing, but a few hints as 
to the information obtained from his better half changed his mind. 
He alleged that on a certain occasion in June last, while he was sick 
abed and his “ poor dear wife” lay beside him, also somewhat under 
the weather, the Robinson woman, who was stopping at the house 
to nurse them, poured a liquid of a whitish color down the throat 
of his wife and a few minutes previously he had seen her pounding 
up something, on a stone at the door, which glistened and looked 
like needles. He claimed, when asked why he did not interfere 
with the pouring, that “there I lay helpless and watched that woman 
‘doing that thing to my wife.” He further stated that in speaking 
to Mrs, Robinson afterward of what he had seen she threatened to 
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deal with him in the same manner if he ever whispered a word of it 
to anyone, and that previous to the commission of the act she had 
agreed to take the place of his wife if the latter could be gotten out 
of the way. Mr. Seely denied the statements of his wife regarding his 
intimacy with Mrs. Robinson, and further stated that he had neither 
strawberried nor fished with her, but that she had at times borrowed 
his fishing tackle and used it at a trout brook near his house. She 
had stayed at his house only to help his wife. In cross-questioning 
Mr. Seely in reference to minor details in his conversation, he was 
tripped up on several little falsehoods. At the request of the Dis- 
trict Attorney, it is learned, the authorities at the Alms-house 
obtained a written statement containing in substance the above 
allegations. The case, it is said, will be presented to the next grand 
jury. 

That the pins and needles have been placed in the woman’s body 
intentionally, is probable, from the fact that none of them are whole. 
Some pieces of hair-pins as well as of common every-day pins, show 
signs of being cut instead of broken. A portion of the pieces are 
corroded, while others are bright, which would indicate that they 
had been introduced at different times. That all the pieces passed 
into the body through the stomach is hardly plausible, though 
possible, according to Dr. Prince. He thought that tf it were the 
case the patient would show it more in her physical condition. 

A visit to Sardinia developed the fact that several rumors are 
afloat concerning the needles, some of which point to Mrs. Robin- 
son, others to Mr. Seely, and still others to Mrs. Seely herself as the 
person guilty of the criminal outrage, Mr. Seely is given the lion’s 
share of suspicion, judging from statements made. 

Mrs. Robinson was visited. She is quite attractive in face and 
figure, is apparently under thirty years of age, and has jet black hair 
and eyes which any woman might envy. She claims to be married 
to a young blacksmith, who with herself and mother, live in the out- 
skirts of Sardinia village. Judging from appearances, the family is 
fairly well-to-do. The statements regarding Mrs. Robinson were 
denied by her. She ridiculed the idea that there could have been 
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‘ anything in this nature of coquetry between herself and the old 


man. She explained her visits to his house by stating that it was 
simply out of charity when they were sick or destitute, and that she 
had often taken eatables for them with her. 

At least a portion of what Mrs. Robinson stated was untrue 
according to Dr. George Kingman of the village. He said she was 
considered “of a loose character,” and had used morphine to such 
an extent that she was under its influence much of the time, and 
would be unable to live three days without it. Dr. Morris Pitcher 
said that in his opinion the woman would lie if she had anything to 
gain by it. He did not think that she had visited the house as a mat- 
ter of charity, but with the hope of being remunerated by the Poor- 
master, who paid the Seely’s doctor bills. He drew this latter conclu- 
sion from the fact that she had asked him to speak a word to the 
official in her behalf. 

The Seelys, it is learned, have lived in Sardinia about two years, 
on a road where houses are not close together. Seely’s business 
has been to till a garden plot of about two acres. He first met the 
woman who is now his wife when both were inmates of the Cattar- 
augus County poor-house. There be courted her during the winter 
time, and when the two were discharged in the spring, they were 
married. Each of the doctors mentioned related incidents in his 
personal experience which indicate a great lack of veracity on the 
part of the couple. According to their statements, also, the Seelys 
are addicted to the use of morphine, and endeavor continually to 
gain public sympathy by pretended ills, with the view of receiving 
financial aid. The old man drew a pension of $8 per month. It is 
alleged that he has been abusive to his wife and that she was very 
jealous of Mrs. Robinson; also that since his stay at the Alms-house 
the old man has expressed a wish to see the Robinson woman. 

In the interview with Mrs, Robinson she stated that she was not 
in the habit of visiting the Seelys very often. In reference to this 
an old farmer stated that he had seen her taking the cross-cut over 
“ Blue Hill” to the Seely house very often. She went in all kinds 
of weather, often walking rapidly under the full blaze of the sun on 
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the hottest of days. He had noticed her particularly, because she 
always passed near his “ milkin’ ground.” 

From the evidence taken it might be concluded that old Mr. Seely 
was smitten with the charms of Mrs. Robinson and concluded, by 
her continually calling, that she reciprocated his attachment. The 
latter idea might have been strengthened by conduct, more or less 
without the bounds of propriety on the part of Mrs. Robinson: 
That she had any sympathetic feeling in the matter is almost out of 
question considering the age and poverty of Mr. Seely, and it seems 
probable that the sole reason of her visits was the hope of payment 
by the poormaster. It would then be policy for her to make herself 
as agreeable as possible to the old man, and, if character did not 
prevent, to receive or make improper advances. From this point of 
view there would seem to be no motive, on the part of Mrs. Robin- 
son, to account tor her alleged endeavor to put Mrs. Seely out of 
the way. No motive can be conceived why the woman herself should 
place the pins and needles in her body, except it was to produce a 
sensation. The only person, aside from the two women, who, as far 
as believed, could have any opportunity to perform the act, would 
be Mr. Seely. It would not appear altogether improbable that the 
old man, possibly instigated by a belief that he could carry on with 
less embarrassment his alleged relations with Mrs. Robinson, him- 
self was the guilty party. 








Editorial. 


COURAGE VERSUS FOOLHARDINESS. 


Nearly all the medical journals of England and the United States 
are referring in the most laudatory terms to the action of a surgeon 
in England, who performed tracheotomy on a child suffering from 
diphtheria in the trachea and bronchial tubes, who, when he found 
them filled up, applied his mouth to the instrument for the pur 
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pose of clearing them from the membrane and who soon there- 
after died of the malady. They all speak of it as a courageous and 
brave act. ; 

When a physician faces death, in an epidemic of cholera, yellow 
fever or small pox, standing at his post when death walks forth all 
around him, sweeping friend and foe alike, with untiring efforts 
administering to the stricken, heedless of personal consequences 
that may follow and, possibly, at last falling a victim to the 
disease himself, Ae is a courageous man and his memory and brave 
deeds should be sung and written in song and story for generations 
yet unborn. Or, when a surgeon faces the cannon’s mouth in battle, 
binding up the wounds of the fallen, administering to their neces- 
sities regardless of the consequences that may follow, he can be 
considered as one who is performing a brave act and is entitled to 
receive all the encomiums that can be heaped upon him. This ts 
courage. How is it with a physician who cuts his throat to see 
whether he will bleed or not, or whether he will die from the conse- 
quences? And how is it with this man who in his zeal to clear the 
throat from membrane from this dying child, who, if he were to live 
to grow up to man or womanhood might turn out to be one of the 
worst of mankind, we say might, applied his mouth to this tube and 
sucked the diphtheritic membrane, reaking with all the poison that 
it can possibly hold, into his mouth, with almost a certainty of pro- 
ducing fatal consequences to himself? 

This is not courage, it is foolhardiness, and they should never go 
hand-in-hand. A courageous physician or surgeon who risks his 
life in the hope of saving hundreds, should have a tablet to his 
memory, not erected by hands, which should outlive the structures 
raised to commemorate the lives of kings and princes, but such acts 
as are recited in praise of this man should be discouraged rather 
than emulated, 
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Book Hotices. 


The International Encyclopedia of Surgery. A Systematic Treatise 
on the Theory and Practice of Surgery. By Authors of Various Nations. 
Edited by JoHN AsHHuRST, JR., M. D., Professor of Clinical Surgery in the 
University of Pennsylvania. 

Illustrated with chromo-lithographs and wood-cuts; in six volumes. Vol. V. New 
York, William Wood & Co., 1884. J. H. Matteson, Agent, Buffalo, N. Y. 

A few months ago we had occasion to give a short review of Vol. 
IV. of this Encyclopzdia and spoke in very high terms of its supe- 
rior excellence and we wondered then if its high character would be 
maintained in those to follow. So far as the fifth volume is con- 
cerned we can testify in the affirmative, and indeed, we think it a 
little more interesting to us, at least. The subject matter embraces 
articles on Injuries and Diseases of the Head, by Charles B. Nan- 
crede, M. D.; Malformations and Diseases of the Head, by Fred’k 
Treves, F. R. C. S.; Injuries and Diseases of the Eyes and their 
appendages, by E. Williams, M. D.; Injuries and Diseases of the 
Ear, by Albert H. Buck, M. D.; Diseases and Injuries of the Nose 
and its Accessory Sinuses, by Geo. M. Lefferts, M. A. M. D.; 
Injuries of the Face, Cheeks and Lips, by Alfred C. Post, M. D., 
LL, D.; Injuries and Diseases of Mouth, Fauces, Tongue, Palate 
and Jaws, by Christopher Heath, F. R. C. S.; Surgery on the Teeth 
and Adjacent Parts, by Norman W. Kingsley, M. D.5., D, D. S.; 
Injuries and Diseases of the Neck, by George H. B. Macleod, 
M. D., F. R. C.S., and F. R. S.; Injuries of the Air-Passages, by 
J. Solis-Cohen, M. D.; Injuries of the Chest, by Edward H. Bennett, 
M. D., F. R. C. S. I.; Disease of the Breast, by Thos. Annandale, 
F. R. C. S. E.; Injuries and Diseases of the Abdomen, by Henry 
Morris, M. A., and M. B., F. R. C. S., and Hernia, by John Wood, 
F. R. S., F. R. C. S. With the index which makes a works of 1207 
pages. ‘The article on the eye contains two pages of chromo-litho- 
graphs, very beautifully executed, on the morbid conditions of the 
Eye. Dr. Buck’s article on diseases of the Ear is well handled as 
he has made this department a special study for years, He gives 
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two pages of chromo-lithographs on the healthy and diseased drum 
which is as clear as it is possible to make it. Another chromo-litho- 
graph on diseases of the face, representing a very fine looking young 
man (originally) with an epithelioma of the right cheek, which is 
enough to make a man sick to look at it. ‘The wood-cut illustrations 
of operations on the face are worth the price of the volume. And 
so we might go on with the fine chromo-lithographs of Carcinoma 
of the breast, (Plate XX XII) but our space will not permit. This 
is the finest work on Modern Surgery extant and does great credit 
to the publishers,who should be encouraged by liberal patronage. No 
surgeon should be without this excellent work, for no matter how 
many he has by other authors, he will find something new in this. 


Diseases of the Urinary and Male Sexual Organs. By WILLIAM T. 
BELFIELD, M. D. New York, William Wood & Company. This is the October 
number of Wood’s Library. 

The author has devoted considerable portion of the work to a 
discussion of means for the recognition of morbid conditions which 
he claims will prevent that routine system of prescribing for the 
above disease which, to our fancy, has become a curse rather than a 
blessing to sufferers from sexual maladies. He first treats on Dis- 
eases oi the Urinary Organs, which comprises 303 pages, then takes 
up Diseases of the Male Sexual Organs, which finishes the work of 


335 pages. 


The Therapeutics of the Respiratory Passages. By PROSSER JAMES, 
M. D., New York. William Wood & Company. The November number of 
Wood’s Library. 

This volume is not intended, by the author, for students who are 
in attendance at College, but for o/d ones; those who have been in 
the harness for some time as they will be most interested. He does 
not claim for his work that the thread on which he has been working 
is strung with pearls, they are only beeds but we think they are very 
fine ones and well worth the stringing. It is a fine addition to the 
Library. Three hundred and fifteen pages, all for $1.25. 
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A Manual of the Medical Botany of North America. By LAWRENCE 
Jounson, A. M., M. D., New York. William Wood & Company. The 
December number of Wood’s Library and a glorious wind up for the year. 

It contains a large number of chromo-lithographs very beautifully 
executed and a great many wood-cuts true to nature. ‘The first 
plate is a representation of all the parts of the Podophyllum Pelta- 
tum, Others of the Liriodendron Tulipifera, Sanguinaria, Ger- 
anium Maculatum, Cornus Florida, Viburnum Prunifolium, Gelse- 
mium Sempervirens and Cypripedium are all so true to life, coloring 
and all that anyone unacquainted with the plants could take this 
book, go to their haunts and gather them without fear of mak- 
ing mistakes. All the plants treated on are well explained and 
comprehensive. 

In closing the reviews of Wood’s Library for the year, we cannot 
but congratulate William Wood & Company, upon their success in 
bringing before the medical profession such valuable works from 
the pens of such able authors at so low a figure, and we can say with 
confidence that their efforts have been appreciated by many, if they 
have not been patronized by all. We are very glad to learn that 
they contemplate a continuance for 1885. How true this is we do 
not know. 

And while our hand is in, we wish to call the attention of the 
profession to the Company’s very efficient agent, in this part, Mr. 
J. H. Matteson, Buffalo. We called on hima short time ago and 
was astonished to see how large his business was. Any order sent 
to him from any part of the world, will be attended to in the short- 
est possible time and the purchaser will always be satisfied. 


The Dry Treatment of Chronic Suppurative Inflammation of the Middle 
Ear. By Cuas. J. Lunpy, A. M., M. D. Reprint from the Transanctions of 
the Michigan State Medical Society. 


WE HAVE received two large sheets containing chromo-lithographs 
of the buildings and grounds of Zhe Worla’s Industrial and Cotton 
Centennial Exposition at New Orleans, which are very nice and 








NEWS AND MISCELLANY. 379 


. 


which must have cost considerable to get them up. The Exposition 
will continue six months and nothing will be spared to make ita 
success. 





North American Review. January, 1885. 

I. Vituperation in Politics. By the Right Rev. F. D. Huntington 
D. D., Bishop of Central New York. 

II. Froude’s Life of Carlyle. By Frederick Harrison. 

III. The Reunited Union. By Henry Watterson. 

IV. William Herschel’s Star Surveys. By Richard A. Proctor. 

V. American Labor Organizations. By Richard J. Hinton. 

VI. Socrates, Buddha and Christ. By W. L. Courtney. 

VII. The Increase of Wealth. By Michael G. Mulhall. 

VIII. The Evidence of the Senses. By Prof. John Le Conte. 








Rews and MViscellany. 





THE melancholy days of hay fever have come(?) and to the afflicted 
we submit for a trial the following remedy recommended by a suf- 
ferer of long standing: 

Into a four-ounce wide-mouth bottle half filled with cotton, and 
having a close stopper, put the following mixture: 

2% drachms carbolic acid. 

3 drachms aqua ammoniz (specific gravity 0.960.) 

5 drachms distilled water. 

7% drachms alcohol. 

Inhale through the nostrils. 

The mixture, being of a volatile nature, must be kept as much as 
possible from exposure, in order to preserve its strength and prevent 
too deep discoloration. \ 


WE ARE using Mellin’s Food for infants extensively in our prac- 
tice and the more we use it the better we like it. It has a great sale 
in Buffalo. 
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CROWNER’s Quest Law.—First Coroner’s Juryman.—This body 
was fished out of the water, wasn’t it. 

Second Juryman.—Yes, and look! there is a big bullet hole in his 
head. 

Third Juryman.—That’s so. A big hole like that would let ina 
good deal of water, wouldn't it. 

Fourth Juryman.—Yes; it would let in about a pint easily. 

First Juryman.—The case is clear, gentlemen. The man died of 
water on the brain. i 

Verdict in accordance. 


To DEsTROY THE ODOR OF FouL BREATH.—THE SMELL OF THE 
AXILLA AND THE FETOR OR THE SWEAT OF THE FEET.— 

R. Potass. permanganate, gr. vj. 

Aque, § vj. 

Sig.—Apply frequently. 

It is a fact too little appreciated by physicians that success in 
practice often depends more on.attending to such trivial affections 
as the above than on the successful management of a complicated 
medical or surgical case. 


WE HAVE lately purchased one of Prof. Atkinson’s improved 
Tépler Electric Machines, price $250.00, and are charmed with its 
perfect action. It is a very beautiful machine and surpasses all 
others of its kind from the fact that it can be used in all kinds of 
weather. This is the Franklin method of producing electricity and 
is given outside the clothing as is generally understood. Dr. 
McIntosh & Co., manufacture this machine as well as many other 
kinds which are considered to be the best in the United States. See 
their advertisement and send for one of their books on Elementary 
Principles of Electro-therapeutics. 


EXTENDED MENSTRUATION.—Dr. E, W. Lane, Scarboro, Georgia, 
(Medical Summary, July. 1881,) reports a case of regular menstrua- 
tion extending from the fourteenth to the sixty-ninth year, and 
irregularly till the seventieth. At the autopsy of the patient, she 
having died in her seventy-first year, nothing unusual was discov- 
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ered in the genital organs, The case is unusually well authenticated 
the patient having been under Dr. Lane’s observation for twenty- 
five years, and its being supplemented by an autopsy adds much to 
its value. 


As THE 5th volume of THE PHysICIANS AND SURGEONS’ INVEs- 
TIGATOR Closes with this number the editor has glanced over his 
accounts with the medical profession and is almost inclined to think 
that they are the poorest payers, taking them all together, of any 
class of men. Please disabuse his mind and send on your money 
for past dues and for the year that we have just entered upon. 
Turn over a new leaf and pay for your medical journals at once. 


MARRIED in Chicago by the Right Rev. Bishop Cheeney. Miss 
Maggie C. Boosin, of Buffalo, N. Y., and Joseph H. S. Johnson, 
M. D., a graduate of the College of Physicians and Surgeons’, of 
Buffalo, N. Y. 


WE ARE in receipt of a package of Peptonized Cod Liver Oil and 
Milk from the enterprising firm of Reed & Carnrick. We have 
given it a thorough trial and can assure our readers that it is by far 
the best compound of Cod Liver Oil that has ever been put upon 
the market. The taste is fine, so fine that children will take it as 
easily and readily as they will milk. Try it. 

“THE SuN CHOLERA MixTuRE.”—Cut this out and put it in your 
hat for further use. 

Take equal parts, Tr. Capsici, Tr. Opii, Tr. Rhei, Ess. Minthe 
Pip, and Spts, Camphor. Mix. Dose fifteen to thirty drops ina 
wine glass of water, according to age and severity of attack. Repeat 
every fifteen to twenty minutes until relief is obtained. 

This compound was concocted by a few New York physicians in 
1848, we believe, or during some epidemic of cholera in New York 
and given to the Sua for publication. In the incipient stage, it is 
said to be very effectual. 

PREGNANCY AT AN ADVANCED AGE.—Dr. J. J. Taylor, Streator, 
Illinois, Chicago Journal and Examiner, August, 1881, reports having 
delivered a woman aged fifty-four, of an eleven pound child. 
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Pro.iric WoMEN.—Michael Hazzard, of Monticello, Platt county, 
“a wounded soldier of the late war,” sends to the Washington 
Republican a picture of five children produced at one birth by his 
wife, an American woman, thirty-seven years of age. The husband 
who is also a native of Indiana, and fifty years old, thinks himself 
entitled to a premium, believing that no other man is able to show 
a picture of five babes born at once. As to this claim the Republican 
disabuses his mind by the following statement: 

The prolific powers of some individuals among mankind are very 
extraordinary. Instances have been found where children to the 
number of six, seven, eight, nine and sometimes sixteen have been 
brought forth at one birth. The wife of Emanuel Gago, a laborer, 
near Valladolid, was delivered, the 14th of June, 1799, of five girls. 
The celebrated Tarsin was brought to bed in the seventh month, at 
Argenteuil, near Paris, 17th July, 1779, of three boys, each fourteen 
and a half inches long, and a girl twenty-three inches. They were 
all baptized but did not live twenty-four hours. In June, 1799, one 
Maria Ruiz, of Lucena, in Andalusia, was successively delivered of 
sixteen boys, without any girls. Seven of them were living on the 
16th of August following. 

In 1535 a Muscovite peasant named James Kyrloff and his wife 
were presented to the Empress of Russia. This peasant had been 
twice married, and was then 70 years of age. His first wife was 
brought to bed twenty-one times, namely, four times of four child- 
ren each time, seven times of three, and ten times of two, making. 
in all fifty-seven children, who were then alive. His second wife, 
who accompanied him, had been delivered seven times, once of three 
children, and six times of twins. Thus he had seventy-two children 
by his two marriages. 

In view of the above statement, any future application of Mr. 
Hazzard on an improved numerical basis will receive prompt and 
careful consideration. 


THERAPEUTIC Opps AND Enps.—Asafcetida has prevented abor- 
tion or premature labor in go per cent. of the cases in which it has 
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been tried. * * * Equal parts of chloroform and glycerine 
well shaken, quickly applied and covered with oiled skin is highly 
recommended as a preventive of mammary abscess. a ° a 
Croton-Chloral may be given in whooping cough in grain doses 
every 4 hours, day and night, to a child of 12 months old, and in 2 
grain doses to a child of 10 years. Adults bear about 4 grain doses. 
* * * A womb 3 inches long is not uncommon in girls who 
have dysmenorrheea and are losing blood. [Goodell.}] * * * 
Oil of erigeron is an excellent remedy for stopping hemorrhage 
when ergot fails. [Goodell] * * * Iodoform absorbed 
from wound surfaces appears in the urine as sodium iodide. * * 
Oil of bitter almonds is the best deodorizer for Iodoform. When- 
ever you see a symmetrical enlargement of the abdomen, you 
should suspect that it is not due to an ovarian tumor. [Lawson 
Tait.] | I have not lost a case after ovariotomy for several years, 
except those which had been previously tapped. I think that 
the reason for this lies in the physiological fact that the removal of 
this albuminous fluid renders the blood more coagulable. The 
clot which forms in the pedicle runs backward in the vessels 
and causes death from cardiac thrombosis. [Lawson Tait.] 
Hypodermic injections of large doses of strychnia have proved 
more successful in the treatment of traumatic tetanus than either 
calabar bean, chloral, potassium bromide or Fowler’s solution. It 
has been given in doses as large as one-sixth of a grain. G. 


HEADACHE with sensation as if the top of the head would fly off, 
and all headaches from within outward are readily relieved by 
moderate doses of cimicifuga. [Prof. Goss.|—One hundred grains 
of fresh green mullain leaves or thirty grams of the dried leaves, 
brought to boil in a litre of fresh cows-milk and allowed to stand for 
ten minutes, then filtered, sweetened and drank when warm is the 
usual preparation and [dose in the mullain treatment of phthisis 
pulmonalis. This dose is repeated two or three times a day.— 
Hypodermic injections of from 4% to % of a grain of pilocarpine, 
twice a day, have given good results in ascites caused by cirrhosis 
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of the liver. Two ounces of whiskey should be administered asa 
stimulant soon after each dose.—Coryza:—Place a drachm of 
powdered camphor in an upright mug half-filled with boiling water, 
and have the patient inhale the vapor through a cone large enough 
to inclose the face.—Operations on the rectum involving the sphinc- 
ter ani, even if shight in their character, are dangerous during preg- 
nancy. [Prof. Mann.|—Amenorrheea dependent on plethora has 
been cured by ergot.—Ergot contains a substance called sphacelinc 
acid which produces intestinal lesions similar to those of abdominal 
typhoid.—Cocaine paralyzes the posterior columns of the spinal 
cord, and the entire peripheral systems of sensory nerves.— 
Sulphuric ether is a direct stimulant to the pancreas.—Potassium 
Iodide and quinia sulph. are incompatible and should not be pre- 
scribed together or administered separately at short intervals. The 
quinine decomposes the iodide and liberates free iodine, which gives 
rise to gastric irritability and general malaise.—From 20 to 40 drops 
of a mixture of equal parts of phenic (carbolic) acid and essence of 
turpentine should be poured into a kettle of boiling water and kept 
over a gentle fire in the diphtheritic sick-room.—Syrup of Hydriodic 
acid is said not only to cure acute inflammatory rheumatism as 
rapidly as the salacylates, but also to prevent all heart complications. 
The dose is two or three teaspoonfuls in water every two hours.— 
A tense, elevated anterior fontanelle, in a child, points to intra- 
cranial effusion. A deeply sunken fontanelle indicates inanition 
and diminished blood volume.—The elastic bandage is recommended 
for sprains.—Morphia is dangerous in mitral regurgitation and 
dilatation of the heart.—Albumin is always present in the urine of 
patients suffering from strangulated hernia.—One of the earliest 
symptoms in tabes dorsalis is the patient’s inability to walk back- 
wards without falling. or his heels catching in the carpets.—A five 
grain to the ounce solution of chlorate of potash is highly recom- 
mended to induce healing in burns.—In using electricity to combat 
cerebral hyperzemia, employ the galvanic current and large elec- 
trodes, placing A. N. on the forehead and C. A. on the back of the 
neck. Reverse the position in cerebral anemia. G. 
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TO THE MEDICAL PROFESSION. 





LACTOPEPTINE 


Demonstrated Superiority of Lactopeptine as a 
Digestive Agent. 








Certificate of Composition and Properties of Lactopeptine by Prof. ATTFIELD, 
Ph.D., F.R.S., F.1.C., F.C.S., Prof. of Practical Chem. to the 
Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain. 


LONDON, May 3, 1882. 

Lactopeptine having been prescribed for some of my friends during the past five years—apparently 
with very satisfactory results—its formula, which is stated on the bottles, and its general characters, have 
become well known to me. But recently, the manufacturer of this article has asked me to witness its 
preparation on a large scale, to take samples of its ingredients from large bulks and examine them and 
also mix them myself, and to prepare Lactopeptine from ingredients made under my own direction, doing 
all this with the object of certifying that Lactopeptine is what its makers professess it to be, and that its 
ingredients are in quality the best that can be obtained. This I have done, and I now report that the 
almost inodorous and tasteless pulverulent substance termed Lacfopeptine is a mixture of the three chief 
agents which enable ourselves and all animals to digest food. That is tosay, Lactopeptine is a skillfully 
prepared combination of meat-converting, fat-converting. and starch-converting materials, acidified with 
those small proportions of acids that are always present in the healthy stomach; all being desseminated 
in an appropriate vehicle, namely, powdered sugar of milk. The acids used at the factory—lactic and 
hydrochloric—are the best to be met with and are perfectly combined to form a permanent preparation; 
the milk sugar is absolutely pure; the powder known as “‘ diastase” or starch-digesting (bread, potato, 
and pastry-digesting) material, as well as the ‘‘ pancreatin,” or fat-digesting ingredients, are as good as 
any I can prepare; while the pepsin is much superior to that ordinarily used in medicine. Indeed, as 
regards this chief ingredient, pepsin I have only met with one European or American specimen equal 
to that made and used by the manufacturer of Lac/opeptine. A perfectly parallel series of experiments 
showed that any given weight of acidified pepsin, alone, at first acts somewhat more rapidly than Lactéo- 
pepline containing the same weight of the same pepsin. Sooner or later, however, the action of the 
Lactopeptine overtakes ana outstrips that of pepsin alone, due, no doubt, to the meat-digesting as well as 
the fat-digesting power of the pancreatin contained in the Lactopeptine. My conclusion is that Zacéo- 
peptine is a most valuable digesting agent, and superior to pepsin alone. JOHN ATTFIELD 

LACTOPEPTINE contains all the agents of digestion that act upon food, from mastication to its conversion 

nto chyle, thus combining all the principles required to promote a Healthy Digestion, 

One of its chief features (and the one which has gained it a preference over all digestive preparations) is, that it pre- 
cisely represents in composition the natural digestive juices of the stomach, pancreas and salivary glands and will there- 
fore readily dissolve all foods necessary to the recuperation of the human organism. 

FORMULA OF LACTOPEPTINE. 
Sugar of Milk 40 Ounces. Veg. Ptyalin or diastase 4 drachms. 
Pepsin 8 ounces. Lactic Acid 5 fi. drachms. 
PORCHOAUNES,. « : a. o:0os.4.5,:500.00, O CURDES. Hydrochloric Acid 5 fl. drachms. 


LACTOPEPTINE is sold entirely by Physicians’ Prescriptions, and its almost universal adoption by physi- 
cians 1s the strongest guarantee we can give that its therapeutic value has been most thoroughly established, 


The undersigned having tested LACTOPEPTINE, recommend it to the profession. 


ALFRED L. LOOMIS, M. D., Prof. of Pathology and | ALFRED F. A. KING, M. D., Washington, D, C., Prof. 
Practice of Med,, University of the City of New York. | of Obstetrics, University of Vermont. 

SAMUEL R. PERCY, M. D., Prof, Materia Medica, | D. W. YANDELL, M. D., Prof. of the Science and Art of 
New York, Medical College. | Surg. and Clinical Sur., University of Louisville, Ky. 

F. LE ROY SATTERLEE, M. D., Ph. D. Professor | L. P. YANDELL, M. D.. Prof. of Clin. Med., Diseases 
Chem., Mat. Med, and Therap. in N. Y. College of | of Children, and Dermatology, University of Louisville, 
Dent.; Prof. Chem, and Hyg. in Am. Vet. Col., etc. | Ky. 


JAS. AITKIN MEIGS, M. D., Philadelphia, Pa., Prof, | ROBT. BATTEY, M. D., Rome, Ga., Emeritus Prof. of 
f the Institutes of Med. and Med. Juris, Jeff. Med. Col- Obstetrics, Atlanta Med. College, Ex-President Med. 
; Phy. to Penn. Hospital. | Association of Ga. 

W Ww. DAWSON, M. D., Cincinnati, Ohio, Professor | CLAUDE H. MASTIN, M. D., L.L. D., Mobile, Ala. 
Prin. and Prac. Surg., Med. Col. of Ohio; Surg. to Good | Pror. H. C. BARTLETT, Ph. D., F. C. S., London, 
Samaritan Hospital. England. 

Pror. JOHN ATTFIELD, Ph. D., F. R. S., F. I. C., F. C. S., London, Eng., Prof. of Prac. Chem. to the 
Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain. 





For further particulars concerning Lactopeptine, the attention of the Profession is respectfully directed to our 32-page 
Pamphlet, which will be sent on application, 


THE NEW YORK PHARMACAL ASSOCIATION, 


Nos. 10 & 12 COLLECE PLACE, NEW YORK. 








PEPTONIZED 


COD LIVER OIL & MILK. 


. ee 

Physicians who use Cod Liver Oil, or who have discontinued its 
use im consequence of its offensiveness or its injury to digestion, should 
not fail to give this preparation consideration. It is so far im ad- 
vance of the Emulsions and all former preparations of the Oui that 
they bear no comparison with tt. 

















1st. It contains 25 per cent. of pure Cod Liver Oil combined with Condensed Milk. 

2d. Both the Oil and Milk are perfectly digested and wholly assimilable and 
consequently will agree with the most delicate stomach, while the use of the plain 
Oil or the Emulsions soon injures digestion to such an extent that but a small portion 
is assimilated. 

3d. It is so palatable that many Physicians administer it to delicate patients as 
a preparation of cream. 

4th. The administration of plain Cod Liver Oil, or the Emulsions now in use, 
will almost invariably exhaust the peptic secretions of the stomach in its effort to 
peptonize a substance only digested in the duodenum and also cause unpleasant eruc- 
tations and nausea. 

5th. A trial of Pepronizep Cop Liver Or AND MILK will convince any Phy- 
sician that its reconstructive properties will prove five times greater than Plain Oil or 
the Hmulsions now in use. 

6th. The keeping qualities of PEpTonizEpD Cop LrvER Oi1L AND MILK have 
been thoroughly tested at all decomposable temperatures. 

7th. The complete masking of the Oi! in PEpronizeD Cop LIVER OIL AND 
MIxx is almost wholly due to the digested milk. 

8th. PrpronizeD Cop Liver O11 AND MILK is furnished at the same price as 
plain Oil or the Hmulsions although it costs one-third more to produce 

9th. Physicians or Druggists need not hesitate to order PEPTONIZED CoD LIVER OIL 
AND MILK, for if it does not prove satisfactory in every respect, we will immediately refund 
tts cost. 

We also manufacture the above preparation combined with HyPo- 

PHOSPHITES OF LIME AND SODA. 


We will furnish gratuitously to any Physician who will pay carriage 
a pint bottle of the above preparation. 


Send for Pamphlet giving a full description. 


FOR SALA BY DRUGCGISTS. 








MANUFACTURED BY 


REED & CARNRICK, 


NEW YOoRE. 








